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Throughout the decades, the
kitchen has always been the hub
of the home, yet with today’s busy
families, a kitchen renovation goes
beyond choosing cutting-edge ap-
pliances and the right colored cab-
inetry. Function and efficiency are
just as important as style and stor-
age. The room has to meet the
family’s needs on a daily basis as

well as work when entertaining.
“Most of our clients are going

with open floor plans these days,”
says Ronelle Hills, design consult-
ant at Seigerman’s Interior Design
Center in Farmingdale, New York.
“Many times that means incorpo-
rating other rooms, such as a din-
ing room and living room into one
large area. Kitchen centers provide

great service and quality products,
but you really need to consider
the flow between the cooking,
eating and sitting areas. An interior
designer will not only help you
design the kitchen of your dreams,
they will make sure it works visu-
ally and adapts to your lifestyle. It
is why we added kitchen design
to our services.”

It is also important to stay cur-
rent as some of the kitchen fea-
tures we had grown up with are
now as outdated as avocado-col-
ored refrigerators. The trend in
cabinetry is going away from the
dark woods to soft hues such as
cream, gray and classic white,
with strong attention to decorative
metal hardware. Stainless steel ap-

pliances are still very popular, yet
these can be covered to match
cabinets for a seamless effect. As
far as layout, many designers in-
corporate a peninsula, which ex-
tends the center island into an
L-shape. This allows diners on
each side to sit face-to-face, adds
more seating and eliminates the
need for a kitchen table.

“The open floor plan doesn’t
always work in every home, so
we still do plenty of stand-alone
kitchens,” says Ronelle. “But due
to our association with Seiger-
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tomized dining sets, we can get
the same seamless effect.”    

High tech items, such as flat-
screen TVs and Wi-Fi enabled ap-
pliances are also in demand, yet
what is the  feature requested
more than the coffee maker these
days? “A docking station,” laughs
Ronelle. “Everyone needs a place
to charge their phones and tablets,
and because everyone seems to
gravitate to the kitchen, it seems
only natural to add one in every
kitchen we do.” 


